
Two papers devoted to the description of rail and water transportation of
sick and wounded soldiers during the war of 18G1-C5 are very fully illus-
trated by plans of hospital cars and steamboats, which, together with the text,
enables the reader to form an accurate idea of bow much the medical depart-
ment of the army contributed toward alleviating the sufferings of sick and
wounded soldiers forced to undergo the hardships of the journey from battle-
fields and camps.

The paper on Hospital Construction treats of field, tent, and barrack hos-
pitals as employed during the late war ; also of the present post hospital ; one
of tho latter has been constructed, in all its details, by the government, at the
Centennial grounds. It cannot fail to be of interest to medical visitors, es-

pecially as it contains, in addition to the usual paraphernalia of post hospitals,
many interesting specimens of gun-shot and other injuries, which have been
transferred from the Army Medical Museum at Washington. One of the
pamphlets under consideration has for its title, The List of Skeletons and
Crania in the Section of Comparative Anatomy of the U. S. A. Medical Mu-
seum. This list fills some fifty pages, and is intended, as the author states, for
distribution among naturalists and others, for the purpose of showing the de-
ficiencies of the collection and soliciting contributions.

Number five of this series of publications is a description by Messrs. Perot
& Co. of their medicine wagon, familiar to most army surgeons during the
war of the rebellion. Dr. Woodward disclaims responsibility of authorship in
this paper.

We think the appliances treated of in these papers, and also exhibited at
Philadelphia by the government, compare most favorably with the exhibits of
any other nation. The forward step taken by the surgeons of the army can-
not but be a source of gratification to their brothers iu civil life.

REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE

As long ago as 1872 the State of Texas passed a law regulating the practice
of medicine. Every practitioner was required to register himself, stating his
qualifications. In each county an examining board, composed of graduates of
recognized schools, was appointed to inquire into said qualifications, and, if
these were not satisfactory, to subject the applicant to an examination. The
working of this law is said to have been very beneficial. During the past
year this act has been amended so as to compel every one desiring to prac-
tice medicine to undergo an examination before a board composed of not less
than three practicing physicians, appointed to serve two years by the presid-
ing judges of the district courts of the several judicial districts of the State.
The examination includes tho following subjects : anatomy, physiology, path-
ological anatomy and pathology, surgery, obstetrics, and chemistry. It will be
observed that materia medica is not included, aud that the homoeopathic ques-
tion is thus avoided in the examination. A copy of this bill is to bo found in
a recent number of the Philadelphia Medical Times. To what extent homoe-
opaths and other sects will be represented upon these boards under the operation
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of this law does not appear. AVhile it is desirable that the practice of medicine
shall be withheld from the totally ignorant, it is also equally desirable to ex-
act a proper standard of medical knowledge. We fear that this will vary
greatly in the different counties, as in some the examining boards will be com-

posed of the most heterogeneous elements. This law has the undoubted ad-
vantage of disposing of the more flagrant forms of charlatauism, but practi-
cally recognizes others, and does not procure a higher standard of education
than may be brought about by any well-regulated state medical society. The
experiment is undoubtedly a very important one, the difficulties surrounding a

proper solution of the question being very great, aud we shall watch tho work-
ing of the law with great interest.

MEDICAL NOTES

— Dr. Walter Channing died July 27th in-his 91st year.
— Dr. James 11. Chadwick has resigned his position as lecturer on diseases

of women in Harvard University.
— Dr. W. A. Haskell, whose death we have to record, was born in Middle-

sex County, Massachusetts, in 1817. It may bo of interest to state that Dr.
W. A. Haskell was born exactly one hundred years after the birth of his
great-grandfather, and that he commenced his professional work precisely a

century from the time this great-grandfather entered upon bis professional ca-

reer, thus continuing this practice in the family through an unbroken series of
over one hundred years'. His mother was a descendaut in a direct line of the
famous John Cotton, of Boston, and Cotton Mather, D. D. Dr. Haskell
studied medicine with his father, and also with Dr. George Bartlett, of Boston,
and graduated at Dartmouth Medical School in 1839. He first practiced med-
icine in Deerfield, Mass., but in the fall of 1843 he decided to remove to tho
West on account of a slight haemorrhage of the lungs. He settled in llillsboro',
Montgomery County, 111., where, as partner and successor of Prof. Win. Iler-
rick, of Rush Medical College, Chicago, he resided until the. year 18G4. For
the last few years his health has not permitted him to continue the practice of
his profession.

—

At an informal meeting held in Philadelphia, at the rooms of the section
of practical medicine, of the American Medical Association, AVednesday, June
7, 1876, after the election of a chairman and secretary, pro torn., it was re-
solved : To call upon such American physicians as had evinced a special inter
est in dermatology to unite in forming an American Dermatological Associa-
tion, and that the meeting for organization be held in the University of Penn-
sylvania, Philadelphia, on AVednesday, September G, 1876, at six p. m., or

immediately after the close of the meeting of the section of dermatology and
syphilology, of the International Medical Congress, on that day. All those
who are desirous of joining this association can confer with tho secretary,
Dr. Bulkley of New York, or the chairman, Dr. AVigglesworth.

— Dr. Elisha Pope Fearing died at Nantucket, June 25, 187G. He was
born at AVareham in 1785, entered Brown University iu 1804, studied med-
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